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CODIFIER REVIEW

20 largest cities in NC

20 largest cities in SC

20 largest cities in VA

20 comparable cities nationwide

80 Communities
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NORTH CAROLINA

4

Charlotte 842,051       in‐house
Raleigh 458,880       in‐house

Greensboro 287,027       EnCode Plus
Durham 263,016       Code Publishing Co

Winston‐Salem 242,203       MuniCode
Fayetteville 204,759       EnCode Plus

Cary 162,320       American Legal
Wilmington 117,523       MuniCode
High Point 111,223       MuniCode
Greenville 91,495          American Legal
Concord 89,891          in‐house
Asheville 89,121          MuniCode
Gastonia 75,536          MuniCode

Jacksonville 67,784          in‐house
Chapel Hill 59,246          MuniCode
Rocky Mount 55,466          in‐house
Huntersville 54,839          in‐house
Burlington 52,709          in‐house
Wilson 49,643          in‐house

Kannapolis 47,839          in‐house

Codifiers for 20 largest NC 
cities:

45%  in-house 

30%  MuniCode

25%  other codifier



SOUTH CAROLINA
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Codifiers for 20 largest SC 
cities:

50%  in-house 

40%  MuniCode

10%  other codifier

Columbia 129,272       MuniCode
Charleston 120,083       MuniCode
North Charleston 97,471          MuniCode
Mount Pleasant 67,843          American Legal
Rock Hill 66,154          in‐house
Greenville 58,409          MuniCode
Summerville 43,392          MuniCode
Sumter 40,524          in‐house
Hilton Head Island 37,099          MuniCode
Florence 37,056          in‐house
Spartanburg 37,013          in‐house
Goose Creek 35,938          American Legal
Aiken 29,524          MuniCode
Myrtle Beach 27,109          in‐house
Anderson 26,686          in‐house
Greer 25,515          in‐house
Greenwood 23,222          in‐house
Mauldin 22,889          MuniCode
North Augusta 21,348          in‐house
Easley 19,993          in‐house



VIRGINIA
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Codifiers for 20 largest VA 
cities:

60%  MuniCode

30%  in-house

10%  other codifier

Virginia Beach 447,021       MuniCode
Norfolk 245,782       MuniCode

Chesapeake 222,209       MuniCode
Richmond 210,309       in‐house

Newport News 180,726       MuniCode
Alexandria 147,391       MuniCode
Hampton 146,437       MuniCode

Portsmouth 96,470          in‐house
Roanoke 94,911          MuniCode
Lynchburg 65,269          in‐house
Suffolk 63,677          MuniCode
Danville 48,411          MuniCode

Charlottesville 45,049          MuniCode
Manassas 40,605          in‐house

Harrisonburg 40,468          MuniCode
Petersburg 33,740          in‐house

Salem 24,747          MuniCode
Fredericksburg 24,286          eCode 360

Staunton 23,853          Code Publishing Co
Winchester 23,585          in‐house



NATIONWIDE
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Codifiers for 20 
comparable cities:

45%  in-house 

45%  MuniCode

10%  other codifier

St. Petersburg 260,999       MuniCode
Laredo 257,156       in‐house
Buffalo 256,902       in‐house
Madison 252,551       MuniCode
Lubbock 252,506       Franklin Legal Publishing
Chandler 247,477       MuniCode
Scottsdale 246,645       MuniCode
Glendale 245,895       MuniCode
Reno 245,255       MuniCode

Winston‐Salem 242,203       MuniCode
Irving 238,289       MuniCode
Hialeah 236,387       MuniCode
Garland 234,943       in‐house
Fremont 233,136       Code Publishing Co

Baton Rouge 227,715       in‐house
Boise 223,154       in‐house

San Bernardino 216,239       in‐house
Spokane 215,973       in‐house

Des Moines 215,472       MuniCode
Birmingham 212,177       in‐house
Tacoma 211,277       in‐house



COMPARISON
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44%
43%
13%Other Codifier (11) 

In-House  (34)  

MuniCode (35)
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NATIONAL CODIFICATION FIRMS
MuniCode www.municode.com

Code Publishing Co. www.codebook.com 1 client in NC

American Legal www.amlegal.com 107 clients in NC

Kendig Keast Col. www.encodeplus.com 1+? client in NC
(enCodePlus)

General Code Corp. www.generalcode.com 0 clients in NC
(eCode 360)

Sterling Codifiers www.sterlingcodifiers.com 0 clients in NC
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CODE PUBLISHING CO. – DURHAM, NC
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AMERICAN LEGAL – CARY NC 
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ECODE360 – FREDERICKSBURG, VA
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ENCODE – FAYETTEVILLE, NC

14



OTHER EXAMPLES

Code Publishing Co:

http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Lacey/#!/Lacey16/Lacey1624.html

EnCode: 

http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/kansascity-mo/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-2481

http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/redmond-wa/doc-viewer.aspx#secid-1068

ECode360:

https://ecode360.com/30194997#30194997

https://ecode360.com/30538932

https://ecode360.com/29297646Z#29297646Z
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USER-FRIENDLY ELEMENTS

Structure

Navigation

Page Layout

Illustrations

Tables

Flow Charts

Rules

Procedures

Districts

Uses
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DOCUMENT 
STRUCTURE

• Like Material Together

• Intuitive Chapter Names

• Most Frequently Used 
Provisions to the Front

• Policy, suggestions, and 
support material to 
outside document

18



NAVIGATION

• Dynamic Headers

• Cross References

• Instructions

• Intuitive Numbering

19



NAVIGATION

• Alphabetic listings

• Glossary of abbreviations 
up front

• Index
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PAGE LAYOUT

• Nesting (indents)

• Color

• Bolding,, Underline

• Leading

• Single-Column Layout
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FONT CHOICE

• Conventional Wisdom: 
Serif for print; sans serif 
for screen

• Sans serif copies better

• Sans serif looks better in 
smaller point sizes
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ILLUSTRATIONS

• Wide Variety

• Photographs, Line Art

• Comparisons

• What Not to Do 
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ILLUSTRATIONS
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ILLUSTRATIONS
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ILLUSTRATIONS
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• Summary Image 

• Multiple Conditions



TABLES
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• Portrait Orientation

• Color

• Empty Cells

• Interim Tools
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FLOWCHARTS

• Provided for each 
Review Procedure

• Color Coded

• Can Include 
Supplemental 
Information
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FLOWCHARTS



RULES

• Purpose & Intent

• Conflict

• Rules of Language 
Construction

• Rules of Measurement

• Rules of Interpretation
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PROCEDURES

• Distinguish between 
Common and 
Specific Procedures

• Standardize 
Specific Procedure 
Structure

• Include a Summary 
Table

• Alphabetic Order
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DISTRICTS

• Distinguish between 
Common and 
Specific Procedures

• Standardize 
Specific Procedure 
Structure

• Include a Summary 
Table

• Alphabetic Order
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34
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USES

• Principal/Accessory
/Temporary

• Use Type 
Consolidation

• Use Classification 
System

• Use-Specific 
Standards

36



OVERVIEW

37

Codifier Review

On-line Codification Options

User-friendly Elements

Example Codes



EXAMPLE CODES
Hartford, CT

http://www.hartford.gov/images/Planning/POSTING_Hartford_Zoning_Final_201
6.01.22_SECURE.pdf

Centennial, CO
http://www.centennialco.gov/uploads/files/Community%20Development/Land%
20Development/Centennial%20LDC%20August%202017.pdf

Beaufort County, SC
http://www.bcgov.net/departments/Planning-and-
Development/planning/cdc/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Article-5-09-27-17.pdf

Beaverton, OR (Design Manual)
https://www.beavertonoregon.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1136
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DISCUSSION
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